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the undisputed sovereignty of her own sultan, Sa'eed-ebn-
Sa'eed.

Turkee wisely began by reorganizing the civil and military
administration of Nejed itself. But whi]e he was thus occupied,
and before lie could attempt to reconquer his sundered provinces,
a new storm burst upon him from the west, whence Mohammed
'Alee now sent Hoseyn Basha with a numerous army, to retrieve
the fortunes of Egypt in Arabia.

The son of 'Abd-Allah, unable to resist the first onset of
well-disciplined troops, resolved to await the results of time
and the blunders of his enemy. He fled his capital, and took
refuge, with the main body of his adherents, in the heights of
Toweyk, behind Horeyrnelah, thence to watch the proceedings of
the Egyptians in the southern valleys. Hoseyn enjoyed a while
the most entire success; towns and villages opened their gates,
and the Nejdeau, garrisons submitted or dispersed themselves.
Some of the fugitives rallied around Turkee in the mountains;
others, iu greater numbers, traversed Yemfimah, and concen-
trated their strength in Hareek, where prevailed the bitterest
hatred to Egyptian rule.

Meanwhile Hoseyn Basha, unopposed by Turkee, occupied
Riacl and Wadi Haneefah far and wide, and might long have
done so, had he acted wisely. But his impatience urged him
to crush all opposition at the very outset, and he rashly deter-
mined to march against the fugitives in Hareek, leaving Turkee
and Sedeyr for his return.

Then ensued one of those deeds of studied treachery nowise
uncommon in Nejed, comparatively rare in the rest of Arabia,
and hardly to be excused even by the cause of national inde-
pendence and liberty. Before reaching Hareek, the Egyptian
army must needs cross an arm of the Great Desert, namely,
that which separates Hareek from Yemumah, and terminates
northward in Wadi Soley'. Hoseyn Basha sought guides for
himself and his army; he found traitors.

Under the pretext of conducting the Egyptians by nearer
and securer tracks, the JSTejdeans led them astray amid the
sand-hills south-west of Hareek, and there left them to perish
of thirst in the burning labyrinth. All, in fact, so perished;
and when the villagers, who were only at a few hours' distance,